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Abstract
The basic aim of this paper is to define Revisionism, provide scope,
methodological needs and well- known history of revisionism .Many tools
and methodologies have been taken up by orientalists in modern era to
examine and re-examine the past works. Revisionism is one of them. This
approach has achieved great popularity among various circles of
orientalists. Some of them adopted it as a field of study. They are called
revisionists. Revisionists are of the view that application of revisionism on
TIslamic sources is indispensable and inevitable like other scientific, social
and historical studies so that their authenticity may be determined.
However, they have ulterior motives fo undermine the accuracy and
veracity of Islam and its teachings. So, it is dire need to understand this
approach and examine its history.
Keywords:Revisionism,Revisionists,scope,definition,history,Scepticism,aut
henticity,source criticism , Old Testament ,New Testament.
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“And includes as evidence also the relevant contemporary non-Arabic
literature, and material remains: the findings of archaeology, epigraphy,
and numismatics, which are not generally studied by the “traditional”
school. This is usually called the “revisionist” approach.”?
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“Muhammad was merely a necessary fiction in fulfilment of the
assumption that every religion must have a founder.” ’
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“A major world religion could not have been born in such a remote
corner of the Middle East, but rather must have been nourished more
fully within the heartlands of the Late Antique Middle East, is at the
root of much revisionist thinking on Islam.” 8
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“In its equation of the origins of Islam with the career of Muhammad
and its detailed depiction of Muhammad’s life in Mecca and Medina,
Muslim tradition effectively disassociates Islam from the historical
development of the monotheist stream of religion as a whole. Islam is
shown to be the result of an act of divine revelation made to an Arab
prophet who was born and lived most of his life in a town (Mecca)
beyond the borders of the then monotheistic world .” °
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"The early law treatises as efforts at a systematic reorganization of the
living tradition ".X°
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“Isnads, he argued, tended to grow backward with time. In other words,
traditions with worse isnads are likely to be earlier and the ones with
perfect isnads betray their late development. Therefore, the legal rules
formulated during later times, enshrined in kadith and projected back

to the life of the Prophet in order to give them an Islamic justification”.
11
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“How early battle accounts are often written in a stereotypical way, so

as to conform to later ideals about the proper Islamic way of fighting.”
13
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“During 603—29 an entire generation of Syro-Aramaic Christians and

Jews grew up under Persian rule. A Jewish governor presided over

Jerusalem, the nomadic Christian Arab confederations jockeyed for a

role under the Persians, and intense apocalyptic fervor (accompanied

by a substantial apocalyptic literature) gripped Christians, Jews, and

Zoroastrians in the villages, towns, and cities. The titanic struggle of
the two empires seemed to presage the end of the world.” 8
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e Quranic Studies: Sources and Methods of Scriptural Interpretation
(Oxford, 1977)

e The Sectarian Milieu: Content and Composition Of Islamic Salvation
History (Oxford, 1978)
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“Hadith literature is exegetical in origin, i.e., the bulk of the tradition
literature is closely tied to the interpretation of the Qur'an, which he
believed did not take its final form/canonised until the late eighth / early
ninth century. Hadith literature is not rooted in history but it originated
due to the propensity of the early Muslims to tell the stories related to
the Qur'an.”®
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1) Hagarism: The Making of the Islamic World (1977)

2) Early Islam Dogma: A Source critical Study (1981)
3) Commanding Right and Forbidding Wrong in Islamic Thought ( 2001)
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“Whatever might have existed there prior to the 600s cannot be

recognized from ninth- and tenth-century  reports.”
22
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“There is considerable evidence to suggest that al-Walid’s conception
of the relationship between prophets and caliphs was that espoused by
the Umayyads at large.” There are even “stories in which Umayyad
governors and others credit God’s deputy with a status higher than that
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of His messenger.” Crone and Hinds (28-29) go on to list numerous
examples of this sentiment.” %
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“Any Muslim source must be checked against a non-Muslim source

(preferably material, e.g., archaeology, epigraphy, numismatics), and if
the two sources conflict, the non-Muslim source is to be preferred”.*
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“Mecca was not the cosmopolitan hub of the long-distance spice trade
between India and the Mediterranean, as generally assumed in the

literature, but at best a modest center of local trade for the nomads of
the region.” *°
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“The preaching of Muhammad and the consequent rise of a new

religious grouping of the Arab world — the religion of Islam — was the

last, most rapid crisis in the religious history of the Late Antique

period. . . We know just enough about the Hijaz in the early seventh

century to see how this sudden detonation fitted into the culture of the

Near East. . . The caravans of the Meccan merchant adventurers had

come to permeate Byzantium and Persia: Muhammad himself had once
made the trek to Syria. . .” %
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