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Abstract
In the course of history orientalists have produced a massive literature
on the personality of the Prophet of Islam. This paper gives an inclusive
historical account of their studies on the subject. It traces the ideas of
a large number of prominent orientalists on different aspects of Sirah. It
finds that primarily Prophet Muhammad was very much maligned by the
orientalists. They developed very malicious accounts on the personality
and character of the Prophet Muhammad (Peace be upon him). Later on
some tried to remove the historical inferior allegations but malevolent
approach about Muhammad didn't remove. Even in the latest orientalist
studies on Sirah the traditional orientalist's spiteful approach is seemed
to be involved.
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However that may be, there is no doubt that he had frequent
recourse to all sorts of fraud and imposture to secure his purpose

;calling into his service the angel Gabriel to reveal things which
he could not himself believe.*
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In spite of everything that can be said in defense Muhammad's
religious integrity and his loyalty to his call, his endurance, his
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liberality and his generosity, we are not doing the prophet of
Islam an injustice when we conclude that his moral personality
does not stand upon the same level with his other endowments. 33
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Mahomet weakness for the sex seemed only to grow with age,
and the attractions of his increasing harem were insufficient to
prevent his passion from wandering beyond its ample limits.>*
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All these expeditions, even that of Badr, were razzias, where the
aim was to capture booty without undue danger to oneself...*®
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In our peace conscious age it is difficult to understand how a
religious leader could thus engage in offensive war and became
almost an aggressor.*®
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The satisfaction and joy of victory increased the prophet's
consciousness of his calling. The thought grew in him that the
world must be compelled by force to obey Allah's word and
commandments, if preaching did not succeed.*
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Mohammad was not at the outset the conscious preacher of a
new religion. It was opposition and controversy with the
Meccans that forced him on from stage to stage, as it was the
later opposition in Medina that led to the final emergence of
Islam as a new religious community with its distinctive faith and
institution®®.
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