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The Law of Blasphemy of Religion and
Prophethood: A Review
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Abstract:

A blasphemy law is a law relating to blasphemy, or irreverence toward holy
prophets, or beliefs or religious traditions, these laws may forbid: the
vilification of religion, "religious insults," defamation of religion,
denigration of religion, offending religious feelings, or the contempt of
religion. In some jurisdictions, blasphemy laws include hate speech laws
that extend beyond prohibiting the imminent incitement of hatred and
violence. This study examines the Blasphemy laws of Saudi Arabia, UAE,
Iran, Bangladesh, Indo-Malaysia, Egypt, Sudan, Kazakhstan, Turkey,
British India and Pakistan. Blasphemy law has been implemented almost in
all the Muslim states especially where legislation is based on Islamic
Teachings. The existence of these rules in these Muslim states prove that
blasphemy is a crime according to the Muslim-e-Ummah. It will prove that
Muslim states has the right to make a law to protect its religious emotions
and sentiments, and giving such punishment is completely according to the
democratic principles, This study proves the hypocrisy of the west, even
despite the presence of these laws in their own states; these states force
Muslim countries to eradicate such laws, which are related to Tauheen-e-
Risalat or Blasphemy in Muslim States on the name of freedom of Speech.
Keywords: Blasphemy, Beliefs, Defamation, violence, Jurisdiction,
Tauheen-e-Risalat, Divine scriptures, Freedom of Speech
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The Kingdom of Saudi Arabia is a sovereign Arab Islamic
State. Official Religion is Islam, Constitution: The Holy

Qur'an and the Prophet's Sunnah (traditions).1
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The Saudi society shall hold fast to the Divine Rope. Its
citizens shall work together to foster benevolence, piety
and mutual assistance; and it avoids dissension. 2
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The State shall protect the Islamic Creed and shall cater to

the application of Shari'ah. The State shall enjoin good
and forbid evil, and shall undertake the duties of the call

to Islam. >
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Courts shall apply the provisions of Islamic Shari'ah to
cases brought before them, according to the teachings of
the Holy Qur'an and the Prophet's Sunnah as well as other

regulations issued by the Head of State in strict
conformity with the Holy Quran and the Prophet's

Sunnah. *
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At least 102 men and women, 39 of them foreign
nationals, were executed in 2008. Many were executed
for non-violent offences, including drug offences,
“sodomy”, blasphemy and apostasy. Most executions
were held in public. >
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Anyone who insults the sacred values of Islam or any of
the Great Prophets or [twelve[ Shi’ite Imams or the Holy
Fatima, if considered as Saab ul-nabi [as having
committed actions warranting the hadd punishment for
insulting the Prophet], shall be executed; otherwise, they

shall be sentenced to one to five years’ imprisonment.
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Anyone who, by any means, insults Imam Khomeini, the

founder of the Islamic Republic, and/or the Supreme
Leader shall be sentenced to six months to two years’

imprisonment. 8
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Eight student leaders at Tehran’s Amir Kabir University,
the site of one of the few public protests against Mr.
Ahmadinejad, disappeared into Evin Prison starting in
early May. Student newspapers had published articles

suggesting that no humans were infallible, including the
Prophet Muhammad and Iran’s supreme leader, Ayatollah

Ali Khamenei.’
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Whoever destroys, damages or defiles any place of
worship, or any object held sacred by any class of persons
with the intention of thereby insulting the religion of any
class of persons or with the knowledge that any class of
persons is likely to consider such destruction, damage or

defilement as an insult to their religion, shall be punished
with imprisonment of either description for a term which

may extend to two years, or with fine, or with both. 12
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Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of
outraging the religious feelings of any class of the citizens
of Bangladesh, by words, either spoken or written, or by
visible representations insults or attempts to insult the
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religion or the religious beliefs of that class, shall be
punished with imprisonment of either description for a
term which may extend to two years, or with fine, or with

both. ™3
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Indonesia shall be formulated into a constitution of the

Republic of Indonesia which shall be built into a
sovereign state based on a belief in the One and Only

God. *®
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By a maximum imprisonment of five years shall be
punished any person who deliberately in public gives
expression to feelings or commits an act, (a). which
principally have the character of being at enimity with,
abusing or staining a religion, adhered to in Indonesia;
(b). with the intention to prevent a person to adhere to any

religion based on the belief of the almighty God. 19
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Detention for a period of not less than six months and not
exceeding five years, or paying a fine of not less than five
hundred pounds and not exceeding one thousand pounds
shall be the penalty inflicted on whoever exploits and uses
the religion in advocating and propagating by talk or in
writing, or by any other method, extremist thoughts with
the aim of instigating sedition and division or disdaining

and contempting any of the heavenly religions or the sects
belonging thereto, or prejudicing national unity or social

peace.
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Whoever, by any means, publicly abuses, or insults any of
the religions, their rites, or beliefs, or sanctities or seeks to
excite feelings, of contempt and disrespect against the
believers thereof, shall be punished, with imprisonment,
for a term, not exceeding one year, or with fine, or with

whipping which may not exceed forty lashes. 2
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There shall be deemed to commit the offence of apostasy,
every Moslim, who propagates for renunciation of the
creed of Islam or publicly declares his renouncement
thereof, by an express statement, or conclusive
act.Whoever commits apostasy, shall be given a chance to
repent, during a period to be determined by the court;
where he insists upon apostasy, and not being a recent
convert to Islam, he shall be punished with death. The
penalty provided for apostasy shall be remitted whenever

the apostate recants apostasy before execution. 2
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“Deliberate actions aimed at the incitement of social,

national, clan, racial, or religious enmity or antagonism,
or at offence to the national honour and dignity, or
religious feelings of citizens, as well as propaganda of
exclusiveness, superiority, or inferiority of citizens based
on their attitude towards religion, or their genetic or racial
belonging, if these acts are committed publicly or with the
use of the mass information media, Religious discord or
hatred are punished by a fine in the amount up to one
thousand monthly calculation indices or with the
corrective labor for a period up to two years, or with the

deprivation of liberty for a period up to seven years.”. 30
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Any person who openly humiliates another person just
because he belongs to different social class, religion, race,
sect, or comes from another origin, is punished with
imprisonment from six months to one year. Any person
who openly disrespects the religious belief of group is
punished with imprisonment from six months to one year

if such act causes potential risk for public peace.32
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Whoever destroys, damages, or defiles any or an place
place of worship, or any object held sacred by any class
of persons, with the intention of thereby insulting the
religion of any class of persons, or with the knowledge
that any class of persons is likely to consider such
destruction, damage, or defilement as an insult to their
religion shall be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to two years, or

with fine, or with both. 33
KuﬂiLwﬁfi;t}tmfguﬁu{l%cu@fu"ﬂf(u"{&&
5 vigmuug,v/ 7L diix uuﬁ‘vﬁtgﬂc‘-u’{/gn
WA= Ll.po)/ég-z_/w?u(%z N4 u/uf
gjdwu’/;/'d“l?-z_/ﬁ’];d/%zLulguﬂ:uuﬁ
LU Ui $iLz

$c—



(279) SMsscidip bttt 22018 5 ——— Ll

A I s 7 ord 6 TV S P90 S5 el P (1812
e S aug AL G SERIE

Whoever, with deliberate and malicious intention of
outraging the 'religious feelings of any class of the citizens of
Pakistan, by words, either spoken or written, or by visible
representations insults the religion or the religious beliefs of
that class, shall be punished with imprisonment of either
description for a term which may extend to ten years, or with

fine, or with both. >
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295- B. Defiling, etc., of Holy Qur'an: Whoever wilfully
defiles, damages or desecrates a copy of the Holy Qur'an or
of an extract therefrom or uses it in any derogatory manner or
for any unlawful purpose shall be punishable with

imprisonment for life. 37
S ST e Saie ST IF 3z
AL L ASE L LTS
$al Jg//f i SF 7 i Zas dis
St
jd;ziw:f&%ﬂgVJ(ZL;/quﬂu/uy.ut.ﬂr-m,.s,f,;
S A" s u’_rqa,,buﬁuw;w/nfu:;u%ﬂ:/ﬁwé&;l;p
verilyar$ e LT SR Je bl e Tt ot

:g_st,,/u;‘K);u’!-&(Jgi;Lzb‘,g/
295- C. Use of derogatory remarks, etc., in respect of the Holy
Prophet: Whoever by words, either spoken or written, or by
visible representation or by any imputation, innuendo, or
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insinuation, directly or indirectly, defiles the sacred name of the
Holy Prophet Muhammad (peace be upon him) shall be punished
with death, or imprisonment for life, and shall also be liable to

fine. %
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In Pakistan...Various Human rights organizations lament that
falsified charges of Blasephemy against Ahmadis, Christians,

Hindus & even other Muslims are not uncommon.*
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Distortion of religious beliefs and sacrilege of holy personalities
of any religion is intolerable. no law permits showing disrespect or
distortion of any religion.There was unanimity among the
participants that the entire Muslim Ummah is united to protect the
sanctity and dignity of the religion and Holy Prophet (P.B.UH)....
After response is received from the government of the Islamic
countries, the matter then would be taken up at the level of United
Nations besides looking into legal options available to follow-up the
matter legally in the courts of the respective countries from where

: 42
such content was being generated.
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