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The British scholar John Marsden Beaumont Jones is one of those
Orientalists who have contributed on a large scale in the field of Islamic
history and spent their lives in the service of this science. The mentioned one
has lived most of his life in Egypt away from his native country. In fact He
had immersed himself in the Egyptian environment and society adopted trends
at that time. He has extra-ordinary command and ability to write and speak
Arabic.Marsden Jones has a list of contributed work in the aspect of Muslim
history in early Islamic centuries. His special focus was on the early
development of Msulim institutions and the root cause for the emergence of
extremist movements in Isalm. It is fo be noted that Marsden Jones has
special concentration on Al-Waqidi and his work. Indeed, He edited Al-
Wagidi's Kitab ul Maghazi and brought it into printed form. He wrote two
knowledgeable articles in relation with AL-Wagqidi's work. The first one
highlights the distinguished characteristics of Al-Wagidi over his
contemporaries in the aspect of dating of historical events and managing their
relevant complete informations. The second one defends Al-Wagqidi and
clarifies him from the charge of plagiarism as he was accused of it by some
orientalists.Marsden Jones's approach in this regard is very balanced. He is
impartial and unbiased in his views regarding Muslim historians and
historiography. His practical interaction with Al-Wagqidi does not differ from
the attitude of Muslim historian toward Al-Wagqidi. Whenever he feels need to
criticize Al-Wagqidi, he doest leave it. He does not trust on Al-Wagqidi blindly,
but says that we must be conscious while citing from Al-Wagqidi. In this article
T have discussed this aspect.

o g 3 leple ) 8 aal) ety S Ol 3oyl 322d) O)
Gptandl ple iy olall s Bk o 3 (21 Iy oy Sl o 5]
o i amedly w2l By L LoV aby o e e (3 Sl plaas ST
by g all ledls 1S 3 Al 5@ e fa> Ay LT anazs
i adls S L ) B O Al 4]

OF cls Vg el ey i) mtdin O 4ol e (3 Ty ) oo 2l (3
Lol Llazal gzl U3 Goa Od)le O) .23 e aals ST wilalyng Vs

2

Sl oS g LBy s BlIL sl Jo Blan dlesl 2 (55 1 (s Bl

LT aMly B! B Bmaldb pllt gl BS7 3 tagleg Cuud-! oy dslis Sl g Ul *



(651) jigzr Okuple &l Lidg $2018 0gr ——— i

3 Aty sl ol e Al e a8 NSy sl e 3 4 Ty il
Mo oy o Hle Sondly e fBl G gl 22V e B3y S 1
A Ls O By a2 Al e ey 4 STl L oL
r Ol o8 iyl 10581 g

s .(John Marsden Beaumont Jones) 5> cuay Odwjle Osx oo
A=l 3wl e s BY) 1920 ple jenns 3 (UK Gower) jolS™ 5,54
O dmalor e 22 31y 23 200 lahall &dST e oSl Solgs Lo La> (5141
Baaldl 3 230 O dges ey Agal) all Skl 2 & L1953 e
Ll 138 s aaldl (3 dles Loly 435 . 1960 e 3,800 25,31
) Sluhyld) 12 8 axPlus —i
W jeal S fezsd dgall luh,dl Jlg 3 e abluws O)
Al QW Jgs e OB e e 4] dor Ul gL B3 3lewlS azee
Aoyl 4By sty a3 el arghol o g0l LS ale LS w5 g0
s A U e ) 5al (3 2SN Alnl) 20T dae Ly 3 Ao
Hladl oo Asgimey Blias il oo g Ol @ el 08T 5 )
Y[ PWPR LN ERE S PR [ - E O U N U I T PR B
il ) oUW sl ) sEYL sy iy Al 2N slall e Sy
) 3sY) alal) e Bolh) 2ell HUST aued Boes 250 j3las SN e aYLLY
et 2yo bl edls Dso sl 3L SV eds r Sl 09 & aimy 015
LY DY) Sl glly SN sy
Wl Lyl O n Boliy (ol amgie Golad 3 B b i O
Bl 2dsY1 alall e slezeW) 3 iy b Sl BBy gliley Jo 2T
ol ey g Lo dedall Slg LYl Sgmd) BST & b () & e
B e bl SV a3y S ) sl s 3l
2 il dagill
Lo A ad —O

Bolsy qruly Gl e I3sg — SM LY o= Ml aad (3 alee O


http://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Three_Crosses,_Gower

(652) jigz Oduple & tandl Lidga $2018 0gr ——— i

1966 sle 3 . SN dgall & 2! Slosl) 205y (35 3l e wlalys
Seladly el 5 ssl G GBIl (Gl ST 30T dnal inds 20D
G @las adladl Slahdlly SV a sde L SISy Lolale BW 3 ale

85l B Vs o IS (3 L6 (g ade ) Lo)

1- The chronology of maghazi: A textual survey between ibn
e ishag and al wagqidi.

2- Ibn e ishaq and Al-Wagqidi« the dream of Atika and the raid
to nakhla in relation to the charge of plagiarism.?

3- Al-sira al-nabawiyyah as a source of the economic history

at the rise of Islam.*
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“Jones and I also collaborated in the publication of four volumes
of the leaders of contemporary Arabic literature in Egypt series;
(Taha Hussain«< Cairo¢ 1974; lbrahim Abd ul Qadir al-mazini¢
Cairo¢« 1979; Abr ur rahaman al-shaukri< Cairo« 1980; and Ahmed
Amin¢ cairo« 1981) and in several articles. In the later years of his
lifec Jones was working on his own study of the prophet’s life«
concentrating on the strategy of his campaigns¢< and the early
development of Islamic institutions. He was also investigating the

past and present history of extremist movements in Islam.
Regrettably« his untimely death prevented the completion and

publication of this research”.’
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“It would seem in the light of such considerations as these

that up to the battle of Badr, Al-Waqidi’s chronology has

the greater claim to validity”.”

(Fol 2 x) Olgpe e slovasy Elis ol Js b o8 ST Bl & Jsiuy
“Al-Wagqidi’s dating of both these events seems plausible
enough for the victory at Badr would naturally be
followed by a move against the enemies of the prophet:

first of all against individuals such as “Asma” and “Abu

afak” and then against the Jewish tribes who constituted

the real menace to his position in Madina”.>®

die 4By Aol g ) bt ) Y e oy alde T e e ST Bl 3 sy
NERUY
“The raid to Qatan which Al-Wagqidi puts at the time of
the new moon of Muharram, is not dated elsewhere... the
account found in later writers like ibn e kathir stem
directly from Al-Wagqidi. The incident justifies closer
examination in that it is representative of a group of raids
which are dealt with in detail and placed in chronological
context only by Al-Waqidi. In this case... the
presentation is convincing enough. There are no signs of

usual political hagiographical forgery motifs nor is there

any obvious indication of gassas embellishment with its

distinctive style of narrative ‘[echnique”.57
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“The account in Al-Wagqidi is unquestionably more
convincing and in view of the independent confirmation

by Musa bin Ugba of it being coincided with the fair< Al-

Wagqidi’s dating must be regarded as having the greatest

claim to authenticity”.58
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“The definite dating of the event in Rabi ul awwal stems
from ibn e hisham himself and not from ibn e ishaq. This
is not the first occasion on which we have seen ibn e
hisham interpolate a precise date with in the body of ibn e
ishaq’s Sira where the latter lacks chronological
precision. This is | believe a reflection of the emphasis on
chronology which had characterized the later
development of the sira-maghazi literature in its Madina
phasec and is exemplified in Al-Wagqidi’s kitab ul

. G
magha21”.5)
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“But in spite of the appositeness of chronology and
subject matter Al-Wagqidi’s testimony must as I hope to

demonstrate be treated with caution where he is alone in

giving the date of a minor event and confirmatory

evidence is lacking”.60
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“Al-Waqidi attempts to date it (killing of Ka’ab) more
precisely-‘fourteen nights having elapsed of Rabi ul
awwal’. This confident assertion is contradicted later in
the account of the raid in Dhu Amar in which we are told
that the prophet set out on the latter raid ‘on a Thursday
twelve nights having elapsed of Rabi ul awwal and was
absent eleven days’. The contradiction is obvious-the
prophet could hardly have dispatched Muhammad bin

Maslama... The point is of significance in that it
illustrates the caution with which it is necessary to
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approach some of the more explicit chronological details
found in Al-Wagqidi”.
(Ol s (3 Lzl s

“It is conceivable that the position of the raid relative to
more important “maghazi” had survived in some such
form as we find in ibn e ishag. It is extremely unlikely
that such a precise statement as Al-Wagqidi’s “twelve
nights have elapsed of rabi ul awawal” ®® would be
remembered in relation to a minor raid in which no
fighting took place. Clearly such precise chronological
details occurring as referred to by independent sources or

when there is strong confirmatory evidence within the

text to support them”.%
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“The obvious question arising from this is whether when

so much of the narrative is doubtful the chronological

details have any claim to validity?®® It was presumably

the vagueness of the details which prompted the

exegeticists to take on the story necessary to explain the

text of the Quran”.(’4
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“They are dated only by Al-Waqidi< and where a date is

given in later work such as that of Al-Tabari Ibn e Kathir

or Ibn Sayyed un nas the date stems directly from Al-

Wagqidi or from Al-Wagqidi through ibn e saad. Several of
anomalies in Al-Wagqidi’s detailed chronological
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references have already been discussed here and provide
sufficient for stating that any date given by him alone
which is entirely unsubstantiated must be regarded with

skepticism”.%°
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“Sometime in this particular croup of raids as elsewhere
we can see a deductive process behind Al-Waqidi’s
dating of some of the events. The reference to Khyber for
example in the account of the Fadak raid under of Ali
would obviously point to the rough placing of the event.
In the circumstances however to have a detailed statement
of the date for each and every incident in this group of
raids is clearly out of the question”.
Rl & sk
“One is led to the conclusion that Al-Waqidi had before
him the conscious aim of filling out the empty places in
chronological framework of the maghazi and of

presenting them in a more systematic form”.%®
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“In Al-Waqidi’s kitab ul maghazi and in that part of ibn e
ishaq’s sira which deals with the (prophet) Muhammad’s
life in Madina and is contained in ibn e hisham’s version
of AL-Bukai’s recension, there are similar and sometime
identical passages. Sine ibn e ishaq is the earlier of the
two authorities it has been assumed on a plausibly a priori
basis that Al-Wagqidi modeled himself on his predecessor
in the arrangement of his material and drew from him
much of the basic warp of his narrative to which he then

added his own weft”.58
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“It would appear that we have in Al-Wagqidi a version
which contains more of the distinctive features of gass
style than that of Ibn e Ishaq... the conclusion to be
drawn is an obvious one; that Waqidi’s version represents
the gissa of his own time« faithfully recorded even to the
point of preserving the literary shortcomings endemic in

qass style”.%

Lyl JG,
“By definition, such a tale as the dream of Atika with its
strong dramatic qualities and supernatural overtones
would be a part of the stock-in-trade of professional story
teller. Both Ibn e Ishaq and Al-Waqidi draw freely upon
gass material and it can be presumed that it is a common
repertoire rather than plagiarism on Al-Wagqidi’s part
which explains the similarities in their two versions of the

tale of Arika’s dream”.”®
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“This is confirmed by a reference in ibn e kathir to the
lost kitab ul maghazi of Musa bin Ugba who dies before
ibn e ishaq in 141 a.h. when discussing the dream of
Atika and having presented ibn e ishaq’s version he
declares thah Musa bin Ugba mentioned the dream of
Atika in much the same form as ibn e ishag.”® so far |
have tried to indicate that the similarity between Ibn e
Ishaq’s account of Atikah’s dream and that of Wagqidi
may be due not to plagiarism but to the fact that they were
both drawing upon a common reservoir of qass
material”.”3
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Abdullah, Thabit, Arab and Islamic Studies (in Honor of Marsden
Jones)y anthology edited by the mensioned), Egypt, The American
Universityin Cairo Press, (1997,
2 Abdullah, Thabit, Araband Islamic Studies, p.x (preface)
33 b Lo :dabulletin of the school of the Oriental and African
studies
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5 Aljabartiand the first French proclamation
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6 Abdullah, Thabit, Araband Islamic Studies, p.xxi1 (preface)
7 Abdullah, Thabit, Araband Islamic Studies, p.xi (preface)
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Jones, ].M.B, The Chronology of the Maghazi, A Textual Survey,
volume 19, issue 02, Bulletin of the School of Oriental and African

Studies, June (1957,
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The dating ofan event shows the working of a nascentsense of historical
criticism. This consciousness of the importance of chronology is
coincident with the later development of the siramaghazi literature in
Madina and culminates in the carefully devised chronological
framework ofal Waqidi’skitabulmaghazi.
Jones,].M.B, The Chronology of the Maghazi, p. 259
lafas JG,
The sequence of events found in alwaqidi has been used as the basis for
the table only because his chronological system is more complete than
thatofibneishaq.
Jones,].M.B, The Chronology ofthe Maghazi, p. 245
2y 24
Jones, ].M.B, Ibn e ishaq and alwaqidi, the dream of atikah and the raid
tonakhlainrelation to the charge of plagiarism, Bulletin of the School of
Orientaland African Studies, 22, (1959,
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55]Jones,].M.B, The Chronology ofthe Maghazi, p.260

56]Jones,].M.B, The Chronology ofthe Maghazi, p. 260

57]Jones,].M.B, The Chronology ofthe Maghazi, p. 266
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