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"The concept of religion in the most ancient concept of the human
history which has been travelling for centuries upon centuries, because of
diversification of human thought the concept of religion has been
interpreted diversifically during different phases of history, although the
mankind were created upon one and only faith by the creator almighty. But
with the passage of time, the original faith went overlapped and defaced.
So it is important for the mankind of every age, past, present and the
coming to know and discover the general concept of the faith and religion
keeping its first and for most importance in view as it is related to the
fundamental objective of human life. In the following article, the meaning
of word religion (i) its prevailing contemporary definitions are
described with reference to the context in order to explain the general
concept of religion and its subject matter along with its origin and
development. More over, the article differentiates also between the mere
religion and "Dean" in its right logical perspective."
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Faith, belief, creed, doctrine, teaching, idiology, school ( ?wu:@);éf\é
(orthodox)

Denominational,sectarian, confessional,doctrinal @a-u
Denominationalism,sectan'anism,confessional,doctrinal(‘) w-u
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"Areligionisaunified systemof beliefs and practices related

to sacred things, that is to say, things set apart and

surrounded by prohibitions - belief and practices that unite
itsadherentsinasingle moralcommunitycalledachurch."®
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"Religion is the state of being grasped by an ultimate

concern, a concern which qualified all other concerns as

priliminary and which itself contains the answer to the

question ofameaningofourlife."®
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"Religionistheexperience ofthe Holy.""® :[»Z‘Rudolfotto’
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"Religion can be seen as a system of symbols by means of

which people locate themselves in the world with reference

to both ordinary and extra-ordinary powers, meanings and
values."™
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"Religionis the sign ofthe oppressed creature, the heartofa

heartless world, just as it is the spirit of a spiritless
situation. Itis the optimumofthe people.""?
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"Religionshallmeanforus thefeelings, actsandexperiences

of individual men in their solitude, so far as they apprehend

themselves to stand in relation to whatever they may

considerthedivine.""?
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"AReligion is (1) a system of symbols which acts to (2)

establish powerful, pervasive, and along-lasting moods and

motivationinmenby (3)formulatingconceptions ofageneral

order of existance and (4) clothing these conceptions with

suchanauraoffactuality that (5) the moods and motivations
seemuniquelyrealistic."™
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"Religion is the inmost voice of the human hearts that under
the yoke of a seemingly finite existence grooms and travails
inpain."®
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"Religionis the human enterprise by which a sacred cosmos

isestablished.""®
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"While there is a staggering amount of data, phenomena of

human experiences and expressions that might be

characterized (as religion) there is no data for religion.

Religion is solely the creation of the scholar's study. It is

created for the scholar's analytic purposes by his

emaginative acts of comparison and generalization. Religion
hasnoexistenceapartfromtheacademy.""”
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"Anacceptable definition of religion itselfis difficult to attain.

Attempts have been made to find an assential ingredient in

all religions (e.g., the numinous are spiritual experience the

contrast between the sacred and the profane beliefin gods

or God). So that an "assence" of religion can be described.

But objections have been brought against such attempts,

either because the rich variety of man's religions makes it

possible tofind conter exmaples or because the element
citedasassentialisinsomereligions peripheral."(1 8
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"Though difficult to define from an intercultural perspective,
religion informs the lives of virtually every society as a
complex system involving beliefs, behaviour, organizational
structure and symbols. Problems in satisfactorily defining
the term emerge from the menifold ways in which religioin
expresses itself, varied roles that performs both for
individuals and for social groups, and the plethora academic
descipline thatstudyit."
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"Conclusions in the history of religions have been largely
determined by the particular ideas of man or history with
which the study was approached. Some scholars have
supposed that at the dawn of human existane there was a
beliefin a single God and that only later there occured
developmentinto a beliefin many gods as weel as animism
(abeliefinsouls or spiritsinmanin otheraspects of nature).
Other scholars have supposed an evolutionary development
ofreligion. Which onlyreached monotheismconsideredtobe
the highest form of religious belief after a long period of
purification. The two approaches sponsor, respectively, two
contrasting myths about premitive man. According tothe
one, therewasonceagoldenage ofinnocenceandharmony;
accordingtothe other, the life of the earliestman was hasty,
brutish,andshort."®%
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