(140 ) Jls o Btz stonsnte 5Bl e 02 ..ol

/b/gf.{;al‘{)b'fw;'&{fd'iz'
S s

The discovery of the Dead Sea Scrolls (DSS), in 1947, has direct
bearing upon the emergence of Christianity and the New Testament.
Theicons mentioned in the DSS highlight some sacred personalities
like Jesus Christ, John the Baptist and James. This article intends to
mark the similarities and differences between the two. The two
personalities tend to resemble with each other but absence of direct
mentioning of the names of Jesus or John refrain us from declaring
these two documents compatible to each other. This article intends
to present the resemblances and differences of the teachings of

early christanity with the Dead Sea Scrolls' texts.
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Their beliefs and expectations would inevitably undergo
considerable modification by reason of the events of A.D. 70, but
they would not be changed beyond recognition. And there is
some evidence that certain beliefs and practices akin to those
maintained at Qumran reappeared in other communities, possibly
under the influence of men of Qumran who escaped the
destruction. (3)
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To quote one obvious example, the term musterion has
constantly in the past been taken to indicate Hellenistic, i.e.,
specially extra-Palestinian influences. it now appears in Hebrew
dress, used very frequently by this sect.(11)
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Same is the case with the parallel drawn between the
Eucharist and the sacred meal of the sect. As can be observed,
participation in a sacred meal was the final term for the
admission into the Qumran sect, as was participation in the
Eucharist was the final stage of initiation into the Christian
community. Moreover the meals described in the Dead Sea
Scrolls do seem to offer formally perhaps the nearest parallel we
have to the Eucharist. The elements which are common to the
meals of the sect and the Eucharist are: (i) the elements of the
bread and wine; (ii) the Prayers of Thanksgiving; and (iii) the
arm stretched forth in benediction. Obviously the meals of the
Eucharist were the churches and there was a considerable
resemblance between the Eucharist and the common meal.(13)
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It is not merely by chance that so much of the surviving
literature of apocalyptic affinities was suppresses in normative
Jewish circles and survived almost solely in a Christian milieu.
And it is most significant that the literary genres featured in the
"Qumran" apocalyptic remained living literary forms in the
Jewish-Christian community whereas at the same time they were
dying in Judaism at large. The direct use of Essen or
proto-Essene materials in Christian composition, and, indeed, the
publication of Christian compilations of Essene or proto-Essene
sources can now be documented impressively. (16)
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More important are the repeatedly contrasted themes which
sound a kind of counterpoint in both Johannine and Essene
literature: light and darkness, truth and error or lying, spirit and
flesh, love and hate, death and life. As in the scrolls, religious
"knowledge" has a special flavour and wide usage in John;
however, "knowledge" as a revealed, especially eschatological
knowledge, which belongs properly to the community of the
saved, its most striking usage in the Essene literature, has its
best parallels in Paul and Mathew. In both John and the scrolls
juridical language is common, and in both may be found a
tendency to treat the inner teaching or sacraments of the

community as esoteric. (17)
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When such things come to pass in the community of Israel,
the men of Israel should remove themselves from the society of
wicked men in order to go into the Desert and there prepare the
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way, as it is written: 'Prepare ye the way of the Lord, make
straight in the wilderness the paths of our God,'" (19)
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When we read in the Rule of the Community that the man

who is impure and rebellious in heart cannot hope to be cleansed

by ritual washing in water, we are reminded of Josephus'

statement that John "taught that baptism would be regarded as

acceptable by God provided that they underwent it not to procure

pardon for certain sins but with a view to the purification of the

body when once the soul had been purified by righteousness."

Josephus' statement differs, in emphasis at least, from the New

Testament description of John's baptism as "a baptism of
repentance for the remission of sins." (23)
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,» One who has no sexual intercourse with women, though
able to have it, abstaining from them from a motive of chastity,
and for the sake of shunning wordly pleasure; or who is

prevented from having it, ... In the Kur [iii.34], applied to John
the Baptist. (25)
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