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“Marthiyah" (elegy) in Arabic is used for a mournful poem, a funeral
song or a lament for the deceased person. The elegiac style of poetry
does exist in each language of the word which reflects variety of
expression styles of natural sentiments and the poet's affiliation with
deceased person. Like any other language, the Arabs have also
contributed towards this branch of literature and produced a
remarkable elegiac poetry with its own prominent features. After the
advent of Islam, the tradition of elegiac Arabic poetry was continued
but reformed under the influence of Islamic teachings. It was, then,
associated with overall Islamic ethics of grief as derived for the Holy
Qur'an and Sunnah of the Prophet (SAW) which discourages extreme
attitude expression of grief, hopelessness and impatience. This paper
presents a comparative study of both pre and post Islamic elegiac
literature with special focus on highlighting the Islamic reforms or
modifications in the ethics of grief as reflected in the Arabic elegiac

poetry.
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