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Apostasy and freedom of religion: A critical analysis of
Universal Declaration of Human Rights

et s g e el R0 ol 6 S5 1 S sl 5o T

ub@«;nﬂ:&;ﬁgg%:gﬂrl(}ko/|J|:&Mﬁr’j/fﬁ/zg}/‘

Abstract:
The universal declaration of human rights adopted by The United

Nations General Assembly on 10 December 1948 is contained on
fundamental rights of freedom. According to its article 18,
everyone has the right to freedom of religion and this right
includes freedom of change his religion. On contrary, in Islamic
Shariah Law converting of a Muslim and his embersing any religion
or faith other than Islam, is called apostasy and treated as a
criminal offence. The official penalty of apostasy under Islamic Law
is death. In this research paper, a critical evaluation on article 18
of this universal declaration is being presented by authors, in
context of Islamic Shariah Law.

Key wards: human rights, Shariah Law, religion.
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"Everyone has the right to freedom of thought, conscience
and religion, this right includes freedom of change his
religion or belief, and freedom, either alone or in
community with others and in public or private, to manifest
his religion or belief in teaching, practice, worship and
observance."*
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"Every state has the duty to treat all persons under its
jurisdiction with respect for human rights and fundamental
freedoms, without distinction as to race, sex, language or
religion.®
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"No one shall be subject to coercion which would impair
his freedom to have or to adopt a religion or belief of his
choice".8
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"It is still an article of constitution of liberated
Afghanistan that the penalty of apostasy is death. Apostasy,
remember, does not mean actual harm to person or
property, it is pure thought crime, and the official
punishment for it under Islamic law is death".®
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