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Revelation,  Reason, Divine | The methodology of the Hadith scholars in matters
Attributes,  Hadith — Scholars, | o creed (‘agidah) is distinguished by a principled

Islamic Theology commitment to taqdim al-naql ‘ala al-‘aql—the
prioritization of revelation over reason. This
approach was especially evident in discussions

(=132 concerning the Divine Attributes (sifat Allah),

EGas where the scholars of hadith adhered firmly to three

foundational principles: preferring the transmitted
texts of the Qur’an and Sunnah over intellectual
speculation, making no distinction between the
authority of the Qur’an and the Prophetic Sunnah,
and refraining from metaphorical reinterpretation
(ta’wil). Contrary to rationalist schools such as the
Mu ‘tazilah or philosophical trends that elevated
human intellect as the ultimate authority, the hadith
scholars believed that reason must function within
the boundaries set by revelation. While they did not
reject reason altogether, they denied its
independence in establishing matters of faith.
Classical scholars like Ibn Taymiyyah, Ibn al-
Qayyim, and Shah Waliullah al-Dihlawt
emphasized the harmony between sound reason
and authentic revelation, asserting that any
apparent  contradiction  arises from a
misunderstanding of either. The hadith scholars
maintained that overreliance on speculative
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reasoning could lead to deviation from orthodox
belief and a weakening of spiritual certitude.
Therefore, they cautioned against delving into
theological matters purely through rational inquiry.
Their method promoted firm belief in the unseen
(tman bil-ghayb) and emphasized submission to
the revealed knowledge found in the Qur’an and
Sunnah. This conservative epistemology aimed to
preserve the purity of Islamic theology and shield
it from the distortions of excessive rationalism.
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