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Abstract

The present study, titled “Arguments Based on the
Concept of Mafhim al-Mukhalafah among Islamic
Sects and Their Scholarly Responses: A Research
Review of Principles and Applications,” examines the
theological and doctrinal applications of Mafhium al-
Mukhdalafah (contrary implication), an important
interpretive principle in Usial al-Figh. Mafhum al-
Mukhdalafah, also known as Dalil al-Khitab, refers to
deriving the ruling of an unmentioned case (maskiit
‘anhu) from the explicitly stated ruling (mantiiq) of
textual evidence. Throughout Islamic history, sects such
as the Mu'tazilah, Shi‘ah, Mujbirah, and Wa'idiyyah
have employed this principle in their arguments
concerning sensitive theological issues, including
Imamate, infallibility, human capacity, and divine
threat. At times, such reasoning has resulted in
conclusions that conflict with established principles of
Islamic law and definitive textual evidence.

The study comprises three main discussions. First, it
identifies the methodological criteria for the validity of
Mafhiam al-Mukhalafah according to the majority of
Sunni jurists. Three fundamental principles are
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established. First, if stronger evidence, such as an
explicit textual ruling or a Prophetic tradition, exists
concerning the maskit ‘anhu, the Mafhim al-
Mukhalafah is invalidated. Second, if the qualification
attached to the explicitly stated ruling is intended for
encouragement, emphasis, or highlighting a particular
circumstance, its contrary implication is not considered
authoritative. Third, if the unmentioned case falls within
the scope of Mafhim al-Muwafaqah (by equality or
greater priority) or is covered by analogy (giyas),
Mafhim  al-Mukhalafah  cannot be considered
authoritative.

Second, the study critically examines the arguments
advanced by various theological and intellectual sects,

as well as atheists, on the basis of Mafhum al-
Mukhdalafah, and provides scholarly responses to them
in the light of authoritative Islamic and exegetical texts.
Third, the study presents a synthesis of the discussion
and systematically formulates its principal findings and
conclusions.
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